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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
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SPRING VALLEY, NEW 10977 

TEL. (845)362-6227 

 

 

April 27, 2017 

 

MaryEllen Elia, Commissioner 

New York State Education Department 

89 Washington Avenue 

Albany, NY 12234 

 

Dear Commissioner Elia: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the NAACP to express dismay over the prospect of reversing your decision of April 21, 

2017 where you rejected the East Ramapo budget based on its inclusion of five additional days of non-mandated 

transportation for nonpublic students when public schools are closed.  

 

"… given the parameters of the law and the District’s ongoing fiscal situation, I could not and would not 

have approved a budget that included an additional five days of non-mandated transportation for non-

public school students.” 

 

The April 21, 2017 letter to the president of the board was explicit: “the budget must ensure, to the greatest extent 

possible, expands educational programming for students, including but not limited to extracurricular activities, 

course offerings, non-mandated support services, non-mandated art and music classes, programs for and services for 

English language learners, and students with disabilities, and maintaining class size.”  

 

Your statement "given the serious program cuts in the past that have not been restored and the fact that additional 

transportation is not mandated by law, I hereby rescind my April 17, 2017 approval of the proposed budget" 

captured the essence of Hank Greenberg’s and Dennis Walcott’s reports as well as the sentiments of public school 

students and parents.  

 

A one-percent tax cap override neither dramatically changes the district's fiscal situation nor significantly addresses 

the needs of public school students. Rather, it requires all taxpayers to fully fund non-mandated transportation to 

private schools. This is deceptive and prejudicial. 

  

The restoration of nominal mandated public school services was the result of community activism, not board 

leadership. A one-percent tax cap override does not begin to significantly address the needs of public school 

students. The board’s action, and your tacit approval, is being perceived as a ploy to hold public school students 

hostage in exchange for full restoration of non-mandated busing for non-public schools.  

 

The NAACP’s history is replete with stories of children being treated unfairly by those in authority. It is incumbent 

upon you to safeguard the constitutional rights of East Ramapo’s public school students to a sound basic education.  

A budget proposal that seeks to divert money to private schools for non-mandated services, while continuing to 

deprive public school children essential educational resources, undermines their constitutional rights. We urge you 

to stand by your word and reject the east Ramapo budget proposal. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Willie J. Trotman 
Willie J. Trotman 

Spring Valley NAACP 

 

Cc: Hazel Dukes, President New York State council    

 Wilbur Aldridge, Director Westchester, Mid-Hudson region NAACP 

  

 

 


