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June 24, 2016 
 
Yehuda Weissmandl, President 
East Ramapo Central School District 
105 S Madison Avenue 
Spring Valley, NY 10977 
 
Dear Mr. Weissmandl: 
 
Since the recent Flint, Michigan crisis concerning lead content in the city’s drinking water, municipalities and 
school districts throughout the United States have been actively involved in the testing of the water being 
consumed by its residents.  In Rockland County, seven of its eight schools districts have completed lead 
content testing, have notified parents/guardians and have begun to take action to comply with Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) protocols for “Reducing Levels of Lead in Drinking Water for Schools”.  
 
It is our understanding that East Ramapo is the only Rockland school district that has not had its water tested 
for lead. 
 
As you are aware, for the past several years, East Ramapo has had the lowest graduation rate and reading and 
math scores in Rockland County. Its buildings are in disrepair, textbooks outdated and services and programs 
drastically cut. Dr. Wortham has repeatedly spoken of the health and safety of children as a prerequisite for 
learning.   
 
We urge you not to wait until September to have the drinking water tested for lead, but for the children’s and 
families’ sake to do so immediately. Parents and guardians should be informed of test results and plans for 
remediation.  All persons should be prohibited from using sources of drinking water containing lead above EPA 
guidelines.  
  
That East Ramapo is once again lagging behind all other districts in Rockland reflects a baffling and 
disheartening lack of concern from its leaders.  
 
Your consideration will be appreciated. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

Willie J. Trotman           Betty Carmand    Rommel Alvarez     
Willie Trotman, President                     Betty Carmand, Parent                      Rommel Alvarez, Parent 
 
cc:  Luis Nivelo, Parent 
 Regent Judith Johnson 
 Commissioner MaryEllen Elia 
 Dr. Mary Jean Marsico, Rockland BOCES Superintendent 
              Dr.  Deborah Wortham  


